Partition; A Catastrophs

Wiritten by D, Prakash fha

Stene: A Community Gathering

tA festive atmosgthere, with people singing and celebrating. |

Song: Chidren, lats celobrate our great nation, india, 3 land of heroes. Embrace this soll, cacrad and
pute, Whisrs countlass lves were given, India, eor motherland, Torseer to adora,

Sang: Chitdren, let's celélirnte out greant nation, india, & land of herbes. Embirace this -,5;_|:]-II satred snd
pure, Where countiess lives wene given. India, gur motharfand, forever ta adoro.

chidd: Grandoa, l=ien to everyane singing 5o beautifullyl

Grandpi Yok, thotr voices fill my heart weith pride. These words, they resonate desp within us.
Child: \Why are they snglag thic song 1ocliy, Grandpa?

B Grandpa: They're prepanng for the commemorations of August 18tk and 15th.

[ Child: | know the 15th & Independence Day, Grandpa, Bul wihy to we cbesree the 14th?

B Grandpa: The 14th marks Partition catastrophe Remermirancg Day, it's a day of rememirance and
reflection,

[ Child: Grangpawbat does this “mtatrophe of partivion mean?
Grandiathar:

O poir not andersiend the meégaing af partition? If you don't understand the meaning of paetitian,
hiw wiil pow undeestand the megning of o cofaskrashe ?

G children. .. aur counbry wos anpe very lorge. Jut fnter i was parfitioned,
Chid:

Yo mean i W disce oy

Grandfather

Yer drwas divided, but there’s a difference betvween dyiding and partitioning, bets say you have ten
candigs. How wauld you divide them amaong yourselves? You'd probably divide them egually, five for
eah. Now, imagine you Rave only one-candy. What would wou do?

Chisd:

1 waiid Birek JF indoe widd pieces




Grandfather:Child. . breaking i, shetterimg itinta pieces. thal’s wihat partition is. And the pain, the
siffering that amses from i, thet i@ catasdmophe

Chifel:

Grondae, | inderstand padtifon now... but this cotostropha. partiffan.. cafostrophe.,
Grandiather

Lef mie axplioin, .

Sang:

Come children, Jgf us show pud, @ giimeie of Hinduies. Taveh this sail, this fand is af socnfice. Yande
Wrataran., Vande Materom,,.

“Child:
Greitdpa, please faf us in defoi.. how this pertioe heppened.

Granditather:

Vet well tol yow,. about the partitiors,, the pariftion af owr country, Poy attention.,. lsten cargfully fo
the historions’ perspective on the partition.., pay olfention osd iny o enderstand, Dur cduntry wos
divided inta bwm pacts i the mome of religlon. MiVonsof people storted ta flee from ons side fo Hhie
athér. There wat chaas everyature. Milions of people became homeless.

Song:

Wihere Tave it the stermal sustom.. [ siag rhe sang of thot ploce, | om o resident of India, | teil the
wtory af India. Where fove i the stesnal custom,

Marrator L

The partition of undivided India is o poinful deck history of unprecedented hurman displocement o
foreed migratioa,

Narraior 2:

This was on peent where milliont of people were seorching fov new homes in complelely oppasie
cirmpmerhances, armkang SIRTngers,

Marrator 1t

Aport from Being & stery of @ walant division bosed on foith ond refigion, it’salio o story of
Marrator I:

Haw a bfestple and on erd of cosxirence fov meny yeors ended obruptly and dromoticoity
HMarrator 1

Approximately & million Hindus, Sichs, and peaple from pther communifes-ieft the areos that fater
bepgee West Pakiormn,

Marrator 31




6.5 i Musiies deft Punfad, Ceitd, and many parts of indio for West Pakistan
Marratar 1:

2 milipn Hindirs ang paeple from ofher sommunities keft Eost Beagel, which later become East
Fakiston, and come o West Bengol,

Marritor 2:
In 1850, arather } million Miadus ond prople from other communities come to Wiest Benpol
Narrator 1;

1 emyltic. hlirsiiens hejfr Wiest SBengal for Fost Pakistan,

Marrator F:

The death toll in this cotsstrophe & sold fo be around 500,000,

Marragos 1)
But the estimated fqure is between fue ten lokh,
tarrator 13

irs sodd that this portition prodobly resulted In the largert number af klings in the marme of religion
after Wiorld War i

Marratbor 1:

Centieies-a/d speind fobiric ond beleff were broken,

Song:

These teors of pain flowing from my eyes... Life kost, friends fost...

Child;

Grandpa, their omes, their everything wers taken away frem them, I'm scared fust Lgtening ta it
Grandfathas:

s naturol to be scored, child, imogine the plight of these who were there of that time.
Chilid;

Gramdpe, there must howe been children lke me there . What mast have they faced?
Gramifsther:

Ves, Hheve were millions of ehildren ifke you who sow that sceae with their awn eyes and st shudder
witwin they Fecall it

Child:
Miease tell wy mare, Grondiha. !
Grandfather:




fisall, 5ol
Song:
Cend o Bemngal here, Ewiry fnchi s green, Every child here (s ready to die for thelr country,

Children, let's celebrate o pread netion, india, & land of heroes. Embrace This soil, sacred and pure,
Where coantless ives were grean, Indla, our motherlard, forever 1o adoce,

Teochers

Wt down
STUdonE

linad marming. sis
Temiher)

tood maming.
Stisdants:

5iY, & request. You were feiling v abow! he Aot Yoo sald we fost @ b Mow tell oy whot
happened after the patitien

Teachor:

B Februnry 20, 1947 Beitich Primie Mindster Clement Attiee onnaineed in the Hodwse of Commans.
Students Sir, plesse ot me ted the rest. . Fnow adrout i1,

Teacher: Yes, go shead

Student 1: 50, Iriends,. before lne 30, 1948, the gavermment

Teacher: Poonam, not fiom there, Come hene and beil evereone,

Student 2: Yeushr Sofrignds, before Jung 30, 1948, the pevernmient decided 1o transter power and
vt i,

Srudent 3z Sir, 1.,
Teacher: Yes, goahead,
Student &1 &fthough, due to Lord Mounthiatten, the entire process was completod & year eadien

Student S5t Yex, shr Lord Mowunthatien returned to New Delhi on May 11, 1947, with the approval of
tha tranefer of poweesr fram Landion,

Leudent 6 | also remamber.,. i the histare meeting of Jina 2, 1947, thers was a8 beodd ofwienius on
the partibion plar,

Student 71 ¥es, 4ir, The decision 1o partitionaf india was o procondition, even though Thars wat
witgspread apposition for the plar of dividing 8 counbry like ndia on religious growds.




Stwndent 1108 15 sald that ondy those leaders were mentally prepared for this partition who saw theis
wAT IntErest xnd Bright fubure in this partiion

Teachar: Wow, children, you all have so much inlormation. Lets start the nest class, but Before thiad,
let's take a ghire braak

Students; ok 5l
Wande matraryandematram..,
Speakar Az Hey, what do vou think sbaowt the partition 7

Speaker B | Think encouraging the partition would improve sockety. Ditferent communities would get
Ebislr oo Fghits,

Speake A: Na, no. That's not true at all Uity is what makes o sodiety hivelop, We shoubd alt come
togethar and progrecd thwards Presperity.

Speaker B: Your points are good, but the reality is that everything is possibée only thraugh partition.

Speaker A; Mo, no... We showld all work together totake gur oauntry on tha path of progress. And
we sheuld eradicate thie horrors of partition,

Speaker B Winat do you think... ean we all eoligctively take an this message ?

Speaker At Why not? For this, wo all have to stay united, and this unity £ our herltage, We most
chereh it

Speaker B: Cleay, but tell me what el happened dusing the partition of wdivided indis?
Speaker A: Only those who esperienced 1t can tell you that,

Yandy mat@am, vandematram...

Sudents good afternoon sir,

‘Feacher: Good afternoon,.. Sit down.., So, let's move on... A meeting of All India Muslim League was
heid 21 the Imporizt Hotel in New Delhi on june 91947,

Student [} Bocausie of the iabiity o inapgropriate ambitions of thie Congress and many leaders at
that time slong with the Mustim League, this step coutd not be strongly opposed. The fesull of tha
eonflict between Congress leader Pareit dawahariat Nehmu And Muslim Leagoe's linnak was thae the
country hod to sufler the partition,

Student {jioke... Sir... Sir.. | kmow what happenad next

Teacher: O, Foonam, you know everything. . Aryway, kncoledge grows by sharing.,, pleass share.
studont {): Friends, 3 propessl demanding partition was passed thene almost LI TSy,
Student : In which 300 vates were in favar and only 10 against.

Student : And just ke that, India and Pakistan weie dvided intn T parts.




Song: Tears flow from the eyes, these painful currents. Life has ended. friends have bewen lost.

Character 3: So many peaple came 1o Bengal from East Pakestan that there wasn't an inch of space
lett i aryone’s houss to sccommodate their relatives.

Character 4: The West Bengal government arranged fifteen itesmers to bnng refogoes from
Chittagong, Marsyangani, Barisa, and Chandpur to Caleutsa,

Characrar 3: Peaple had fled East Pakistan by waterway. Many boats sank. After a few days, only
corpies wers floating on the water surfacs,

Character 3 & 4: What was 5o special about the land of our share? Forwhich we lost everything.
Character 3: Bengal, Punjaby, Gularat, Singh, the fire of partition raged everyahers,

Character &: The peopls of Shalh were displaced and earme here, but we didn't pet Sindh,
Rarrator 1; Speaking of Sindh, most Sindhi families came 1o Rajesthan

[As 2 Smdni tamily]

Sindhi Man: After the partition, millions of refugees came to India from Pakistan, and Rajasthan was
ane of the ctates where a large number of refugess came

Sindhi Woman:for refugees like usarranging refief and rebabilitation in Raiasthan wns 2 big
challenge,

Sindhl Man: With cur arrival, the cultural fabric of Fagasthan see changed. We started to book
différent. Ourculbure, language, and custerns all changed,

Sndhi Woman: In Singh, | had a big business, Here, | couldn’t even arovide two square mealy for my
chilgren,

Sindhl Man: All ry shops and house were looted

Skndhi Woman:

"Henw con we forget that sight, my child? When | flag with our children in my arms,”
Sindhl Man:

fleeing, we somenow reached a distant relative’s place in Blkanar, Rajasthan,®
Sindhi Waman!

“Maty of our refathves were stattered along the way. W haven't seen them gince. Sarma ended up in
dhwarijhinge.”

Sindhi Waman:

“How long could they keep us? in the end, we kad 16 come 1o a refuges camp. Whesinderstands
Better than us, how a happy famil, 3 villags, a Eity can be destroved?”

Chikd: -




Stiedent 1 Based on refigion, the gasterns part of Bengal was alen devidod and assimilated to Palastan,

Grandfather: The widespread and criel communal violence that took place in variows parts of india
In 1346 and 1947 hag bean writhen about bn detall in many boaks, It was March 4, 1947, The police
opened fire an & processon of Hindus and Sikhs.

Marrator 2: By marning of March Bth, al cities of Punjab, induding A&mritsar, ladandhas, Rawalpinidi,
Multan, and Sialket, wers engulfed in the flames-of nots,

Narrator 1: Compared to Punjab, the displacement and resettlement that eontinued Tor decades i
Berigal had & completely diferent fomm,

Marrator 2: The people of Bangal were very unforunate.

Marrator 15 Wy

Marrator 3: Bocause the pedpde of Bengal had to face displacemient Teite.
MNarrator L Twice?

Marrator 3 Weos, twice

MNarrator 1: First, they all had to leave their homes amd go fo Esst Pakistan
Narrator 2: Than thay had to floo from there and comg 1o Wes Bengal

Marrator 2: Brother, the authoritées there underestimated the severity of the orists causad by tha
partition,

marrator 12 Thousands of Hindo famikes Ted Trom Dhika and i85 serroundengs and reéachedSealdsh,

Marratar 22 They didn’t reach o easity, Women were robbed of their belongings an the way. Thiey
were formented in varicos wiyt

Marrstar 1: Woeeen, children, and the elderly ware treated Inbumans!y,

Marrator 21 Whether it was women, children, or thie elderly, everyone was mistreated

Barratar 1: Y, [t troe. Women suffered greathy durning the partition.

Marrator 23 Millens of Tamilkes were segarmizd from their loved ones.

Marrator 1: Mot only that, people boardied trains alive , but they arrived hete as pile of corpies.
[ child starts crying]

Grandiathes: Dom't ey Ba guier

Child: Grandfather... What happenad tothose people whio came froem Dhaka? Whose prarything wal
looted

Grandfather; It's a strange story, child, A% they say, nelther il hoove nor on the share,
Chilel; Why is tha

Grnsudfirkbar: Wihion thay lalt their hoemer amd come hagk ba this country, they betsme relugeed in
thizir own Hormes,




“Peapl from Pakictan flad toseede lamma & Kashivile, Pusjst, Gujarat, Bengal, Rajasthon m millions

L]

Both the ehdenly covple breok down and weep,

Song;

fears strewm from our eyes, these painfol cuirents, A e brelen, o companions,
Chile:

“Grandfather, | can't listan to it snymors. "

Gramdlather:

Yizs. my chilel. . This dark chapter ol our fation's histoey 18 so painlul that no ang can bear b b it
i's a heart-wrenching event. . you are just a child, hearning this even 3 stone-hoacted porann would
hieve & change of heart, .. New il el you something that we miust da fow

Narrador 1 &
‘Where every marming wed to dawn wath smiles.. Thie sight there turned even tEnr.'l-m'l.l_:led...
Characters 3 & 4;

Ther painal your wedght on the shoulders B not much.. . When welghsd against Teas wiir, and
crusity...

Chiaracter 10

| affer my despest respects 1o millions of indians whao bose thalr et in the catastrophe of Partition
and suffered the pain of displzcement.

Character 22

To saleguard the wnity and eegrity of India, we all must learn 1o strive together,

Character 51

in the political game af Partition, palson wias instilled in the minds of oike brother againg antthes,
Characher 41

Becayse of this pokon, humans ¢t down hsmang, hunans divded hismand, homansg lost Bemes,
And wur enividod Indo wag divided,

Grandfather: et bygones be brgones, ks listen 1o What our eileemed prime mirsser s 10 sy,

PMs voles

"The pain af the n:ll.rl'ﬂr\l'r. partiion can mﬂrhfnrgﬂ-tl:eﬂ. D o hitred and violence, lakhs ol aur
sisters and brothies wire daplaced, and many evitn lost thalr beng, In memary ol the strogghe snd
sacrifice of those peopbe, vt have decided ta observe 14th August o "Vibhajanvibhishika D’




Characier 1:

FIF amvypane amang e tries b decsive U badad on raligion ar caste, or IFampone tries to midlead s,
waz st not bo peaped.”

Aall:

"WE mibst nod e swayed.”

Charactor 11

"W must beap India united.”

Ally

*We must keep Indiz united.”

Character

“Wawill nat fall for ary political 1rickery now.”

Al

“Wig will nat tall for any political trickery now*
Charagier 4:

“With unlty and focus, pesce and Eusperity, we will develop gur Mother Indis
all:

“yis walll dewalop our Blother bnoia,”

&all:

"Come, lat us all vow.."

Al

“Victory to Mather indisl Victory to Mother india"
Song:

“Wande Mataram,.. Vande Mataram.. " (Glery (o Baother india)
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